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Indicator Current   Timeframe  Area Source 
Initial unemployment claims 21,171  May Cook County IDES 
Unemployed 15 weeks or more 
(U1) 

6.2%  Q2 2009- 
Q1 2010 

Illinois BLS 

Official unemployment rate (U3) 10.7%  Q2 2009- 
Q1 2010 

Illinois BLS 

Unemployed plus discouraged  
(U4) 

11.1%  Q2 2009- 
Q1 2010 

Illinois BLS 

Unemployed plus discouraged & 
other marginally attached (U5) 

11.9%  Q2 2009- 
Q1 2010 

Illinois BLS 

Unemployed plus all marginally 
attached & part time workers 
(for economic reasons) (U6) 

17.8%  Q2 2009- 
Q1 2010 

Illinois BLS 

�

��� ������
Indicator Current   Timeframe  Area Source 
Unemployment 11.2%  May 2010 Chicago IDES 
Total in labor force 1,326,506  May 2010 Chicago IDES 
Total employment 1,177,771  May 2010 Chicago IDES 
Job creation 64,398  Q2 2009 Chicago IDES 
Net job flow 6,847  Q2 2009 Chicago IDES 
New hires 157,038  Q3 2009 Chicago IDES 

�

�������� ����� �
Indicator Current   Timeframe  Area Source 
Chicago Business Activity Index 87.2  Apr. 2010 Chicago area REAL 
Chicago Business Barometer 59.1  Jun. 2010 Chicago area ISM-Chicago 
Home Price Index 122.9  Apr. 2010 Chicago area  S&P 
Midwest Manufacturing Index 86.7  May 2010 Midwest FRBC 
Private sector businesses 139,890  Mar. 2009 Cook County IDES 
Private sector small businesses 86,145 NA Mar. 2009 Cook County IDES 
Private sector employees 2,068,502  Mar. 2009 Cook County IDES 
Private sector small business 
employees 

408,750 NA Mar. 2009 Cook County IDES 

          Improvement vs. prior period                                                                     Weaker vs. prior period 
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 High school 
dropout or 
graduate 

Some college/ 
Associate’s 

degree 

Bachelor’s or 
graduate 
degree Total 

Total 2018 
vs. 2008 

Occupational category  2008 2018 2008 2018 2008 2018 2008 2018 �  %�  
Health care practitioners  20 24 109 135 190 235 319 394 75 24% 
Food service  303 343 122 138 40 46 466 526 61 13% 

Sales  218 235 231 250 258 279 708 763 56 8% 

Administrative support  372 391 465 489 189 198 1025 1078 53 5% 
Education  22 25 53 61 321 362 396 447 52 13% 

Health care support  59 77 74 95 17 22 150 194 44 29% 
Computer science  10 12 36 47 105 134 151 193 42 28% 
Business operations  27 31 55 65 124 144 206 240 34 17% 
Property maintenance  156 181 51 58 14 17 222 256 34 15% 
Personal care  79 94 65 77 32 38 176 209 33 19% 
All other categories 1106 1106 695 718 717 779 2516 2604 87 3% 
Total  2372 2519 1956 2131 2007 2254 6335 6901 571 9% 
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Average annual job openings 

from 

Occupational category  2006 2016 �  %�  New jobs 
Replace- 

ment Total 
Administrative support  271 307 36 13% 4 6 10 
Education  83 112 29 35% 3 2 5 

Health care practitioners 69 94 25 36% 2 1 4 

Business operations 101 125 24 24% 2 2 4 
Property maintenance 54 75 21 39% 2 1 3 

Computer science 38 58 20 52% 2 1 3 
Food service 102 122 19 19% 2 4 6 
Sales 132 148 17 13% 2 4 5 
Transportation 97 111 15 15% 2 2 4 
Health care support 30 44 14 45% 1 <1 2 
All other categories 437 512 75 17% 8 9 17 
Total  1414 1709 295 21% 30 31 62 
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